Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
May 2016 Report

Meetings – Conferences - Conventions – 5
· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield

· ROE #9 Department Head – Insurance Meeting, Champaign

· STEM Learning Exchange Meeting, webinar

· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Coordinators Meeting, Funks Grove

· FCAE Staff Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield
· House Education Appropriations Committee – Subject Matter Expert, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the May FCAE Staff meeting.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Completed several tasks related to summer graduate courses (Ag Ed 499, CDE, and Middle School courses)

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 680
Comments/Observations


I am pleased that were able to contract with Illinois State University to offer two graduate courses this summer, TCH 421 and TCH 423, which will enable 30 agriculture teachers to receive their middle school endorsement on their teaching license.  This ensures that they will be “grandfathered in” and will not be affected by the licensure changes related to middle school that take effect on January 1st, 2018.  Additionally, I am excited about the positive changes made to Ag Ed 499 for next school year which will include changing it to a 2-credit hour course that only meets in the fall semester.  Class sessions will include the Beginning FFA Advisors conference, a 1-day mentoring experience, and an SAE session either at 212 conference or via a webinar.
