Charles "Chief" Ferguson Scholarship

Administered by the Illinois Foundation FFA.

One or more $500 to $1,000 scholarship(s) established in honor of Charles Ferguson. The scholarship is available to Illinois FFA members who are a graduating senior planning to major in agriculture or a student enrolled in an agriculture program leading to a degree in agriculture at a two or four year college.  Students who are graduates of Pittsfield High School and/or majoring in agriculture education will receive first consideration. Secondary preference will be given to students from Pike County, IL and/or majoring in any agricultural field.
The Charles (Chief) Ferguson Scholarship was established to honor Chief for all the lives he impacted in his thirty-eight years of teaching agriculture and serving as the FFA Advisor in the Pittsfield, Illinois school system. Chief is a graduate of University of Illinois, student taught under Stan Klaus at Carlinville, then served in the Army before beginning his high school teaching career at Milton High School and later Pittsfield High School where he was awarded the Ag Teacher of the Year. Chief Ferguson received a 50-year award from the Illinois Association Vocational Agricultural Teachers for his devotion to agricultural education and he was also awarded the National Vocational Agricultural Teachers Honorary Life Membership Award.

This scholarship was established by a group of Pittsfield FFA alumni who benefited from the knowledge and experience of Chief throughout their high school careers and beyond. Chief is very proud of his former students and sincerely hopes that his influence has benefited them in their lives and careers. This scholarship will be a way for Charles (Chief) Ferguson to continue his impact on young people’s lives. 

TO APPLY:  Applicants must submit the following four items:

A) The application form.

B) A copy of their high school transcript and college transcript (if applicable).

C) One letter of recommendation from a person other than a family member.  
D) A personal statement, written by the applicant, not to exceed two pages.  The statement should describe the applicant’s future plans and goals.

CRITERIA:
A) Applicants must be a current FFA member (active or collegiate).

B) Acceptance and/or enrollment at an approved college or university with an agriculture program is required.

C) Scholarships will not be limited to graduating seniors and previous winners may reapply each year during their undergraduate college years.

D) Anyone who has applied for the scholarship is eligible to reapply, but must submit a new application.

SELECTION COMMITTEE: 

A) Ferguson Family Member – or - Person designated by the family.

B) Two alumni of the PHS agricultural education program
AWARD:    
The scholarship will be paid in the fall directly to the college or university the recipient is attending.  It will be the responsibility of the scholarship recipient to provide the Illinois Foundation FFA with:

1. Proof of enrollment at the two or four year college they are attending.

2. Information where the scholarship is to be mailed (office name and address).  

3. Any necessary information such as student ID number, etc. in order for the scholarship to be credited to their student account.

.

Mail the completed application along with supporting materials no later than May 1 to:




Charles Ferguson Scholarship




Illinois Foundation FFA 

                                    3221 Northfield Dr.




Springfield, IL 62702

Application for the 

Charles “Chief” Ferguson Scholarship
PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________
City:  _________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code ____________

Email: 






 Phone: 





Date of Birth:  _________________________

Name of High School:  __________________________________________
Address:   ____________________________________________________

Year in School:  ___________ Number of Years as an FFA Member ______

My Supervised Agricultural Experience Program (SAEP) Included the Following: (please list)
Your high school grade point: _________ on a ______ scale and class rank:  ________ of __________

Your college grade point: _______ on a _______ scale. (if applicable)

Name of College/University you plan to attend or are currently attending:

Address:   ______________________________________________

City:  ____________________________________State:   ______________ Zip Code:   __________

Major: ______________________________________ Minor: _______________________________

How do you plan to fund you education?
List FFA and school activities you have been involved in during high school. 

List community and /or church activities you have been involved in:

List FFA and other leadership positions you have held in your school, community, and church.  

List awards you have received (FFA, academic, extracurricular, community, church, etc.) 

Agriculture Teacher/FFA Advisor Statement (to be completed by the applicant’s high school teacher/advisor):  Briefly describe the quality of the applicant’s involvement in agricultural education and FFA.
CERTIFICATION:  

We certify that all information contained in this application is accurate and correct to the best of our knowledge.  

Applicant’s Signature:   ____________________________________________ Date:  _____________

Parent’s Signature:   _______________________________________________ Date:  ____________

School Official’s Signature:  ________________________________________  Date:  ____________

School Official’s Title:  ______________________________________________________________

SUPPORT MATERIALS TO BE SUBMITTED WITH YOUR APPLICATION:

1. A copy of their high school transcript and college transcript (if applicable).

2. One letter of recommendation from a person other than a family member.  

3. A personal statement, written by the applicant, not to exceed two pages.  The statement should describe the applicant’s future plans and goals.

Note:  Applicants may attach an additional page if needed.  Please make sure to use the headings as they appear on the application, if you use an additional page. 
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