Sample Letter 1

Date

The Honorable Patrick Quinn
Governor 

207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706
Dear Governor Quinn:

Imagine this: An America without food, its citizens lacking the skills to grow a crop for feeding the country and even the world, or lines of unemployed Americans because they lack a skill or trade.  Without Agricultural Education in the classrooms of our state’s schools this could be America’s future.

As an agricultural instructor at XYZ High School, I want to express my appreciation of your support for the agricultural education line item in the FY06 Illinois State Board of Education budget.  I realize the difficult decisions you are facing with the budget restraints that this state is encountering, but your continued support of this line item will impact the lives of youth in my high school, and many others across the state.

Programs such as Physical Science Applications in Agriculture curriculum, revision of the Agriscience Kits and the Biological Science Application in Agricultural textbook rare tools that enhance core-education practices by taking an applied approach in the agricultural industry.  These funds you supported not only take the lessons taught in other classes and teach the application of those mathematical equations and scientific formulas, but also teaches specific trades and career skills that will insure our students’ success in the real world.

Again, I want to thank you for your continued support of the agricultural education line item in the Illinois State Board of Education budget and for supporting Illinois’ largest industry, Agriculture.

Sincerely,

Jane Doe

Agricultural Instructor and FFA Advisor

XYZ High School

XYZ, Illinois

Sample Letter 2

Date

The Honorable Patrick Quinn

Governor 

207 State House

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

I would like to thank you for your continued support of agricultural education.

I recently attended a two-day professional development workshop for agricultural instructors interested in improving their teaching skills related to horticulture.  The workshop included sessions on landscape design, forestry, plant propagation, growing and using perennial plants, and the science of developing new plant cultivars.

This session was tremendous.  As an agriculture teacher, I gained a great deal of information and hands-on training that will enhance my classroom teaching.  In addition I received several resource materials and equipment valued at over $800 that my students would be able to use this year in my local school.

This workshop was made possible through funding from the agricultural education line item in the Illinois State Board of Education budget.  This workshop is only one example of the many, many services and resources that agricultural teachers receive as a result of the funding the line item provides.  I cannot adequately express how valuable these activities are for the agricultural teachers in Illinois. 

Again, I want to thank you for your continued support of the agricultural education line item in the Illinois State Board of Education budget and supporting Illinois’ largest industry, Agriculture.

Sincerely,

John Doe

Agricultural Instructor and FFA Advisor

XYZ High School

XYZ, Illinois

Sample Letter 3

Date

The Honorable Patrick Quinn

Governor 

207 State House

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

I would like to thank you for your continued support of Illinois agricultural education.

This past summer, I received the revised Biological Science Applications for Agriculture CD, which contains 71 biological science lessons all aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards. The lessons also contain an “Agriculture Academic Assessment” in the form of a rubric that can be used to assess the students’ understanding of academic content. This is one of the seven different CDs that has been revised for agricultural education.

As an agricultural teacher, I feel very fortunate to have such valuable resource available to enhance my classroom teaching.  It also serves as a tremendous tool for our school to measure students’ annual growth and development in meeting the academic goals of “No Child Left Behind”.

This resource was made possible through agricultural education line item funding in the Illinois State Board of Education budget.  This is only one example of the many, many services and resources that agricultural teachers receive as a result of the funding this line item provides.  I cannot adequately express how valuable these resources are for the agricultural teachers of Illinois. 

Again, I want to thank you for your continued support of the agricultural education line item in the Illinois State Board of Education budget and supporting Illinois’ largest industry, Agriculture.

Sincerely,

John Doe

Agricultural Instructor and FFA Advisor

XYZ High School

XYZ, Illinois

Sample Letter 4

Date

The Honorable Patrick Quinn

Governor 

207 State House

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

I am writing to express my appreciation for your past support of Illinois Agricultural Education, and to encourage your continued support.  I am the Agricultural Education teacher and FFA advisor, at XYZ High School.  My school district is typical of many schools in the state that are finding it more difficult to offer the diversity of curriculum needed to meet the needs of students with diverse occupational goals.

Career and Technical Education of which Agricultural Education is a part, is one of the most practical means by which to deliver our educational mandates.  CTE and Agricultural Education, specifically, have been used to provide a format that incorporates application and synthesis into the education program that would otherwise only provide for cognitive and theoretical knowledge.  Students need to know the relevance of the knowledge they have obtained.  Agricultural Education and CTE allows students to apply the knowledge and theories learned in core subjects to real life situations.

The funding of the Agricultural Education line item in the Illinois State Board of Education Budget has provided a host of resources for Agricultural Educators to use in their classrooms.  Curriculum materials have been developed in an interesting format and have been aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards.  Funds have been provided directly to individual programs to allow for the purchase of materials and equipment that districts like mine could not afford under current funding restrictions.  This direct funding is based on a system of performance standards, which rewards programs that meet the standards established by the governor-appointed Illinois Committee for Agricultural Education, with input from teachers and business leaders.  The line item also provides for support services that can be accessed by teachers who are aspiring to improve their programs to meet the needs of their students and local communities. 

The goal for our national educational system is “Race to the Top”.  The logical formula for success to this goal is to provide current information in an interesting and applicable manner with modern materials and equipment, along with the assistance of support staff to help teachers stay at the top of their profession. 

Agricultural Education in Illinois has had a history of success in meeting the needs of students, through a wide range of experiences.  Your continued support of the Agricultural Education line item in the new budget will ensure that Agricultural Education programs will be able to contribute to the ultimate success of “Race to the Top”.

Sincerely,

Jane Doe

Agricultural Instructor and FFA Advisor

XYZ High School

XYZ, Illinois

