FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JANUARY, 2008, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 10

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 5
SCHOOLS – Freeburg, Harrisburg(2), Lebanon, New Athens, Vienna, Kaskaskia College-Centralia, Shawnee College-Ullin, Southwestern Illinois College-Belleville, Wabash Valley College-Mt. Carmel
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Alexander/Pulaski/Union, Gallatin, Johnson/Massac, Saline, Wayne
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 5
    PARTICIPANTS – 75
Professional Development(Applications, awards, curriculum, certification, etc) for Agriculture 

  Teachers in Conjunction with Winter Section Meetings, Five Locations - 75
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 12
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield(2)
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO 
Section 21 IAVAT Winter Meeting, Centralia

Section 22 IAVAT Winter Meeting, Belleville

Section 23 IAVAT Winter Meeting, Mt. Carmel

Section 24 IAVAT Winter Meeting, Ullin

Section 25 IAVAT Winter Meeting, Harrisburg

MFE Conference Professional Development and Tours, Collinsville

Illinois FFA Alumni Conference, Springfield

District 5 FFA Alumni Meeting, Springfield

National Agricultural Education Inservice, Indianapolis, IN
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto: 2768          
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 7
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests

Sent Winter Meeting Informational Packets to Eight Teachers Not in Attendance

Prepared Workshop Registrations for Science In The South Conference

Summarized Evaluations and Contracts, Expenses, Mileage Vouchers for Payment

Prepared for County AITC Partnership Meetings
VI.  COMMENTARY

Section agriculture teacher meetings went well.  It was good to maintain what we currently have and ensure that everyone is up to speed with the various forms, applications, and information.  Holding meetings at area college campuses has been an added benefit to seamless education.  The Illinois Agriculture History CD presented to ag. teachers by AITC staff was helpful.  Illinois FFA Alumni conference is getting stagnant.  It would be great that this conference be moved to June concurrent with the State FFA Convention.  Benefits are numerous.  AITC coordinator finally gets hired for the southern most five counties.  Attending county AITC partnerships is a great way to thank county leaders for their efforts and inform them about funding and activities of other counties throughout the state.
