FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        FEBRUARY, 2013, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 6

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Central-Breese, Johnston City, Lovejoy-Brooklyn, Mater Dei Catholic-Breese, Red Bud, Wesclin-Trenton
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS –Randolph, St. Clair 
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 5
    PARTICIPANTS – 50
Ag Careers, Curriculum, and Resources Workshop, Guidance Counselors, Belleville - 21

Horticultural Lessons, 7-12 Teachers, Marion, Clinton, Washington Counties Teachers’ Institute, 
  Centralia – 12
Agricultural Education Resources, Pre-Service Ag Ed Teachers, SIU, Carbondale – 10 (2)
Teaching AgEd with a Provisional Teaching Certificate, 15-16 Grade Students, SIU, Carbondale -7

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 7
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
FFA Alumni State Conference and District Meeting, Springfield

PAS State Conference, Springfield

St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO 
Website Meeting with Possible New Website Company, Springfield
Ag In The Classroom Regional Workshop, Marion
Meeting with John Edgar, SIUC Student, Update on the College of Ag Sciences, Carbondale
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto: 1445     
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Wrote and Sent Letter of Recommendation for Wabash Valley Service Company
Assisted Schools with STEM SAE Grant Applications
Received, Reviewed, and Compiled 33 STEM SAE Grant Applications
Met with Joe Heavner, Section 22 FFA President, to Assist in Preparing for State Office Interview
Managed and Maintained the Website
Prepared for Workshops and Presentations

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

I am concerned about the agricultural education program at SIUC…students graduating lacking skills with MyCAERT and online SAE record keeping, student lack of proper advisement, and little preparation for cooperating teachers.  The STEM SAE grant was a great opportunity and a burden all at the same time.  SAE is the weakest circle of the three circle model.  We need to continue to promote and market SAE best practices with teachers.  Great to see the interest for an agrisicence program at the Mater Dei Catholic High School. Teaching with a provisional vocational certificate seminar went well with seven students attending.
