FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

  MARCH, 2005, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 9

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 5

SCHOOLS –  Benton(2), Central-Breese, Christ Our Rock Lutheran-Centralia, Edwardsville, Hardin County-Elizabethtown, Patoka, Sparta, Wayne City

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Alexander/Pulaski/Massac/Union/Johnson Consortium, Clinton, Marion, Washington, Williamson

II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 3

   PARTICIPANTS – 35
Agriscience Curriculum and Kits Workshop for Pre-service Teachers, McKendree College, Lebanon-7 

Soybean Sleuth Agriscience Kit Workshop, Science In The South Conference, Carbondale – 10

Ag. Literacy Curriculum on CD Workshop, Science In The South Conference, Carbondale - 18

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 7
Agricultural Summit for Southwestern Illinois College, Red Bud

Southern Illinois Agribusiness Club Meeting, Mt. Vernon

St. Louis Agribusiness Club Monthly Meeting and Board Meeting, St. Louis, MO

St. Clair County Farm Family Task Force Meeting, Belleville

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

ICAE Meeting, Bloomington
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2847
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 13

Typed/Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses and Teacher Candidate Contact Information

Completed Monthly Reports

Worked with Administrators in Advertising Teacher Vacancies

Observed Two Student Teachers, Jenny Jones-SIUC and Aaron Williams-UIUC

Attended the District 5 FFA Proficiency Award Judging, Benton

Observed Three Murray State University Student Teachers from Illinois at Princeton and Marion, KY

Exhibited Ag. Awareness Curriculum Materials at the Science In The South Conference, Carbondale

Prepared for Agriscience Workshops

Organized, Prepared for, and Presented the District 5 Agriscience Fair, Rend Lake College, Ina

Prepared Folders of Information for Ag. Awareness Partnership Meetings

Prepared and Sent Post Card Reminder for Advisory Council Meeting

Prepared and Sent Thank You Notes for Judges and Hosts of the District Agriscience Fair

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational and Data Requests

VI.  COMMENTARY

The Agriculture Summit was well attended for the first time.  Public officials on a panel gave their perspectives of the future of agriculture in southwestern Illinois.  Fourteen ag. teacher vacancies so far, though at least six or more candidates applying for each position.  The District 5 Agriscience Fair was the best ever in the gymnasium of Rend Lake College.  The fair highlights were more space, great judges, well-behaved students, super meal, state officers awesome leadership presentation, and students learning outside of the classroom.  Washington County Ag. Awareness Partnership asks the County Board of Commissioners to assist in ag. literacy efforts.  Great idea!  

