FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        MARCH, 2015, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 7

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 1
SCHOOLS – Benton, Carbondale, Grayville, Mt. Carmel, New Athens, Pinckneyville, Red Hill-Bridgeport
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – St. Clair
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 0
    PARTICIPANTS – 0
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
Region 5 EFE Meeting, Edwardsville
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
CTE Legislative Day at the State Capitol, Springfield

St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
Ag Careers Workshop with Eric Spell, President of AgCareers.com, St. Louis, MO
ICAE Meeting, Springfield

ILCAE Meeting, Champaign
Project Grow Meeting, St. Louis, MO
Washington County Farm Bureau Legislative Breakfast, Nashville
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2014
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 15
Delivered Ag Career Posters to Laverna-Evans Grade School, O’Fallon
Prairie Farmer Master Farmer Awards Program and Luncheon, Springfield
Refurbished AgriScience Kits for St. Clair County AITC Partnership

Attended District 5 FFA Proficiency Award Judging, Benton

Organized, Prepared for, and Presented the District 5 Agriscience Fair, Benton
Sent Thank You Notes to Judges for Assisting with Agriscience Fair
Prepared Draft Proposal for Approvability of Online Ag Courses

Attended Section 22 Horticulture CDE, Talked to Teachers, Southwestern Illinois College, Belleville
Delivered and Picked Up Printer for Maintenance, Troy
Managed and Maintained the Website
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Reviewed and Processed Class Rosters for Student Data Entry
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Thank you to Syngenta and Barry Beaupre for sponsoring the District 5 FFA AgriScience Fair. Also thanks to Illinois Pathways STEM and Monsanto for their contributions.  Quality and quantity of agrisicience fair projects was up again this year.  Valmeyer and Thompsonville high schools filled their ag teacher vacancies with past Ag Ed graduates.  Keeping engaged with former Ag Ed graduates and individuals with past experience in Ag Ed will be key to having enough quality teacher candidates.  Eric Spell, President of AgCareers.com presented a great careers presentation and workshop with positive statistics at the St. Louis AgriBusiness Club luncheon this month. Very good to see that ILCAE and ICAE met this month separately and for entire day long meetings.  Thank you to all of the ILCAE and ICAE members for their time and commitment.  
