FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        APRIL, 2009, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 5

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 4
SCHOOLS –Benton, East Richland-Olney, East St. Louis, Goreville, Waterloo

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS –Monroe, Richland, Wayne, White
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 12
    PARTICIPANTS – 512
AITC Resources, 4-8 Grade Teachers, Clark Middle School, East St. Louis – 37

Agricultural Education Resources/Teaching Data, Intro to Ag Ed Students, SIU-Carbondale – 10

Testing Soil Textures/Ag History Timeline, 5th Grade Students, Monroe County Conservation Days, 

  Waterloo – 464(10)
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
FCAE/SIUC Agricultural Education Advisory Council Meeting, Carbondale

ILCAE/ICAE Symposium, Springfield

IACCAI Articulation Conference, Springfield

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield(2)
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, Collinsville 
Summer Agriculture Institute Committee Meeting, SIUE Higher Education Campus, East St. Louis
Agriculture Economic/Jobs Study Committee Meeting, St. Louis

Future Agriculture Resources for Minority Youth(FARMY) Meeting with Ellis Bell, Cahokia

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1875
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 14
Displayed Agricultural Careers/AITC Resources, General Public, Earth Day Festival, East St. Louis
Observed SIUC Student Teachers, Ryan Kinzinger and Kiley Goestch

Contacted Schools Not Turning in Requirements for FFA Membership

Wrote Letter of Recommendation for Valmeyer High School/Howard Heavner, NAAE Program Award

Followed up on Improving Agriculture Grant Questions and Final Reports

Followed up on SIUC Student Teacher Grant Deliverables

Ordered AgriScience Kits for Pope/Hardin AITC New Partnership

Checked-out Greenhouse at Local Park for Use at Area Schools, East St. Louis

Assisted and Mentored Kim Haywood –Program Planning, Goals, and Activities
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Processed and Sent Agriculture Grant Budgets

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

A community and school garden project would work well at the new Clark Middle School.  Teachers and administration are interested in pursuing the project.  ILCAE/ICAE Symposium was one of the better ones that I have attended over the years.  Two new counties interested in AITC partnership grants.  The turnover rate of AITC coordinators is on the increase similar to high school agriculture teachers.  Teacher is in now in place at the Centralia High School for a new agriculture program.  Dane Hunter was hired to teach Biology, but is also agriculture certified.
