FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        APRIL, 2010, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 8

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – Anna-Jonesboro, Centralia, Cobden, Lovejoy Academy-Brooklyn, Mt. Carmel, Okawville, Pinckneyville, Shawnee-Wolf Lake
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS –
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 7
    PARTICIPANTS – 131
Agricultural Career Presentation, 7/8 Grade Students, EFE Career Fair, Red Bud(5) – 76

Making Ice Cream/Dairy Presentation, 3rd Grade Students, Marissa Grade School(2) - 55 
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 8
FCAE/SIUC Agricultural Education Advisory Council Meeting, Carbondale

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
College of Agricultural Sciences Leadership Board Meeting, SIU, Carbondale

Education Committee-St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting Conference Call

Bi-State Urban Agriscience Education Initiative Committee Meeting, St. Louis, MO(2)
Website Meeting, Springfield

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1840
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 15
Judged IDNR Rain Garden Grant Applications and Attended Conference Call
Contacted Schools Not Turning in Requirements for FFA Membership and School Data Forms
Wrote Letter of Recommendation for Valmeyer High School/Howard Heavner, NAAE Program Award

Followed up on Improving Agriculture Grant Questions and Final Reports

Dropped off Work for Abby McMahon, Marissa
Delivered SAI Flyers to St. Clair County Schools

Delivered AITC Curriculum Notebook to Education Resource Room, McKendree University, Lebanon

Supported/Assisted School Districts/Teachers with Budget Cuts(Numerous Phone Calls/Emails)

Managed the School, Teacher, Student Database Website Project
Assisted and Mentored Kim Haywood –Program Planning, Goals, and Activities
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Processed and Sent Agriculture Grant Budgets

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

We are getting great benefits from our $10,000 Improving Agricultural Education Program grants.  It is nice to see schools able to purchase big ticket items of greenhouses, laptop computers, and ag. mechanics lab facility improvements.  The database and website management project continues to take extra hours to oversee and check.  The Education Committee of the St. Louis AgriBusiness Club is planning a lofty goal of an agriscience and career fair in March/April of 2011 for three IL and three MO schools without agricultural education programs.  With the help of several agribusinesses, it may become reality.
