FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        APRIL, 2015, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 19

AITC COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Belleville West, Clay City, Crab Orchard, Elverado at Elkville, Goreville, Lawrenceville, Marion, Mt. Vernon, New Athens, Odin, Pinckneyville(2), Pope County at Golconda, Salem, Sandoval, Thompsonville, Waterloo, Kaskaskia College, Southeastern Illinois College
AITC COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Monroe, Pope/Hardin
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 10
    PARTICIPANTS – 72
Ag Ed Teaching Profession & Licensure, Ag Ed 150 Students, SIU, Carbondale - 21
Ag Content Test & AgriScience Kits, Ag Ed Club Members, SIU, Carbondale - 25
Agricultural Careers, O’Fallon Jr. High Schools, 8th Grade Students(8), Shiloh – 26
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 8
SIU Ag Ed Advisory Council Meeting, Carbondale
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
Networking with University of Illinois Ag Ed Student Teachers, Springfield
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting, Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
The Ag Ed Plan Revision Meeting, Ashkum
The Ag Ed Plan Revision Meeting, Champaign
Central High School Ag Feed Cooperative Visit, Clifton
Ag Ed 499 Graduate Course Conference Call with UIUC Ag Ed Staff
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2728
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 11

Assisted Teachers in Completing CTE Licensure with Stipulations & Out of State Requirements
Tested the Online FY16 Ag Grant Application

Processed STEM SAE Grant Final Reports

Processed School Data Forms and Entered School/Teacher Data in the Online Database

Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Wrote Letter of Recommendation for Greg Wiegand
Managed and Maintained the Website
Prepared for Meetings and Workshops
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Great to see the increased number of students majoring in agricultural education at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.  The Ag Ed Plan is in need of some significant revisions…glad that ILCAE is taking time to update this important document.  Thank you to the Mt. Vernon FFA for awarding me with their Honorary Chapter FFA Degree at their annual banquet…great to be part of the awards ceremony where many students were recognized for their achievements.  Ag education enrollment is increasing though only 4.6% of 9-12 grade students are actually enrolled in ag education course(29,463 ag ed students out of 631,968 9-12 grade students).  The number of quality ag teachers continues to be limited and no significant increases in the future.  Introducing online ag courses to students and schools without ag programs is a step in the right direction to engage many more students.  Online ag courses can be a jumpstart in establishing urban high school ag education programs. 
