FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        MAY, 2009, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 25

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS –Anna-Jonesboro, Century at Ullin, Christ Our Rock Lutheran School at Centralia, Crab Orchard, Dongola, East St. Louis(2), Fairfield, Flora, Frankfort at West Frankfort, Galatia, Grayville(2), Hardin County at Elizabethtown, Harrisburg, Johnston City, Joppa, Mascoutah, Pinckneyville, Pope County at Golconda, Shawnee at Wolf Lake, Sparta, Vienna, Wayne City, Woodlawn
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS –
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 0    PARTICIPANTS – 0
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 5
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
FCAE Staff Retreat, Springfield(2 days)
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO 
Illinois Agriculture In The Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Bloomington

District Agriculture In The Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Mt. Vernon

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2598
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 12
Prepared NAAE Registration Forms for Teachers as the District Summer Professional Development
Contacted Schools Not Turning in Requirements for FFA Membership

Contacted Schools with Data Concerns

Wrote and Sent FY10 Incentive Funding Grant Letter to Administrators, Teachers, and EFEs

Followed up on Improving Agriculture Grant Questions and Final Reports

Followed up on SIUC Student Teacher Grant Deliverables

Assisted and Mentored Kim Haywood –Program Planning, Goals, and Activities
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies
Processed and Sent Agriculture Grant Budgets

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Improvement grant projects have been going well at DuQuoin, Fairfield, and Carlyle.  Enhancements are laptop computers, greenhouse, and ag mechanics facility improvements. Concerned about the lack of enthusiasm of student teachers in completing their student teacher requirement deliverables.  It is very frustrating that the students expect the funds without much work.  Since the beginning of the Agriculture Incentive Funding Grant, funding to schools has never been this late.  Progress is being made in educating youth and adults about agriculture in the metro-east.  Learned more about Response to Intervention(RTI).  Good intentions though it may cause students to not have time in their schedules to take agriculture courses. 
