FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        MAY, 2011, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 13

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 1
SCHOOLS –Carlinville, DuQuoin, Flora, Jersey Community, Litchfield, Madison, Mascoutah, North Mac at Virden, North Clay at Louisville, Pinckneyville, Raymond, Roxana, Southwestern Illinois College-Belleville
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Jackson
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 0    PARTICIPANTS – 0
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 5
Region 5 EFE/CTE System Director’s Meeting, Edwardsville
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO 
Illinois Agriculture In The Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Normal
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Future Planning Meeting, St. Louis, MO
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1498
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10
Contacted Schools with Data Concerns

Wrote Letter of Recommendation for Chris Clausen
Supported/Assisted School Districts/Teachers with Budget Cuts
Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies

Planned Summer District Professional Development for Agriculture Teachers
Processed and Sent Agriculture Grant Budgets
Managed and Maintained the Website
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

So far so good…schools are continuing their agricultural education programs despite decreased educational funding.  Maintaining programs is a key to our success and survival.  An active FFA Alumni and advisory council continues to be a safety net to support and save agricultural education programs.  The May state AITC coordinator meeting was well attended.  It was great to see the participation by county coordinators.  Madison High School plans to restart their agricultural education program for 2011-12.  
