FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        MAY, 2014, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 24

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Carbondale, Cisne, Cobden, Century-Ullin, Dongola, DuQuoin, East St. Louis, Egyptian-Tamms, Eldorado, Elverado-Elkville, Flora, Goreville, Hamilton County-McLeansboro, Highland, Joppa, Lovejoy-Brooklyn, Massac County-Metropolis,  Murphysboro, North Clay-Louisville, Patoka, Pope County-Golconda, Thompsonville, Trico-Campbell Hill, Vienna
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Lawrence, Williamson
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 3    PARTICIPANTS – 16
Agricultural Careers, Highland Jr. High School, 7th Grade Students(3), Highland – 16
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 7
Website Maintenance Meeting, Springfield
FCAE Staff Meeting, Urbana
Ag Ed Department Advisory Meeting, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
Illinois Ag In The Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Bloomington
Illinois State Teach Ag Results(STAR) Program Meeting(IL Team AgEd), Bloomington

Website Maintenance Meeting Conference Call

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  3052
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES – 10 
Processed STEM SAE Grant Final Reports

Processed School Data Forms and Entered School/Teacher Data in the Online Database

Assisted Schools with Teacher Vacancies

Planned Summer District Professional Development for Agriculture Teachers

Wrote and Sent Letter for Heidi Clark
Assisted Schools with Ag Ed Facility Improvement Grant Final Reports 
Managed and Maintained the Website
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

I was glad to see the increased participation in the STEM SAE grant. Final reports showed a majority of the funds used to purchase online EZ records subscriptions and student SAE rewards. Approximately $91,000 of the $151,000 was awarded to ten district five schools to improve their facilities part of the Facility Improvement Grant.  Using funding to sustain programs is a key of our success.  It was great to see the rebirth of Illinois Team AgEd through the National STAR program.  Good discussion occurred at the first meeting with most of the players in attendance to increase ag teacher recruitment and retention.  
