FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JUNE, 2007, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 5

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0

SCHOOLS –  New Athens, Odin, Patoka, Ramsey, St. Elmo

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 

II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 2

   PARTICIPANTS – 25
Understanding Cooperatives, SIUC Cooperative Youth Conference, 9-12 Grade Students, Southern 

  Illinois University at Carbondale – 10 

Update on Illinois Agricultural Education, Grange Members, New Athens Grange - 15

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 8
Urban Agricultural Education Meeting with Don Wallace and Charles Massie, Belleville

Animal, Plant, and Soil Science Curriculum Revision Meeting with Agriculture Teachers, Springfield 

Cooperative Youth Conference, SIU-Carbondale
Illinois FFA Convention, Springfield

10x15 National Conference – Data Initiative Group Meeting, Ft. Mitchell, KY(3 days)

IAVAT Conference, Springfield

District 5 Agriculture Teachers Meeting, Springfield

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2070
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Worked with Administrators in Advertising Teacher Vacancies

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests

Checked Ag Ed Teacher Database and IFGAs for Accuracy 

Prepared Packets for the School Officials Workshop and Luncheon

Prepared for Workshops and Meetings

Assisted Teachers/Administrators with their Online Incentive Funding Grant Applications(IFGA)

Assisted Counties in Completing the AITC Partnership Grant

Received and Reviewed School Annual Reports

VI.  COMMENTARY

Jess and I had the opportunity to attend the 10x15 National Conference with about 120 agricultural education leaders across the United States to begin planning strategies for 10,000 agricultural education programs by the year 2015.  If this goal is reached, 2800 new agricultural education programs would have to be started.  I hope that we can begin to plan our strategy for Illinois’ share.  Our database is a model for The Council to adopt so that all states can begin to collect the data needed to attain this lofty goal.  Removing the signatures from the online Incentive Funding Grant Application(IFGA) will definitely streamline this process and save teacher and staff hours in tracking down the school officials and their signatures.   

