FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JUNE, 2008, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 8

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – Belleville East/West, Cahokia, Christ Our Rock Lutheran School-Centralia, 

                      East St. Louis, Five County AVC-Tamms, Joppa, Marion, Red Bud
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS –
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 2
    PARTICIPANTS – 34
Understanding Cooperatives, SIUC Cooperative Youth Conference, 9-12 Grade Students, Southern 

  Illinois University at Carbondale – 8 

Agriscience Kit and Agricultural Career Workshop for K-8 Teachers of SAI, Centralia - 26

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
Agribusiness Curriculum Revision Meeting with Agriculture Teachers, Springfield 

Cooperative Youth Conference, SIU-Carbondale
Illinois FFA Convention, Springfield

School Officials Workshop and Luncheon, Springfield
IAVAT Conference, Springfield

District Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Springfield

Metro-East Agricultural Sciences Charter School Partnership Committee Meeting, Belleville(2)
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1633
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 11
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
Picked up Ethanol Kits, Edwardsville

Checked Ag Ed Teacher Database and IFGAs for Accuracy 

Prepared for Workshops and Meetings

Assisted Teachers/Administrators with their Online Incentive Funding Grant Applications(IFGA)

Assisted Counties in Completing the AITC Partnership Grant

Received and Reviewed School Annual Reports
Planned District Summer Professional Development for Agriculture Teachers

Assisted Schools in Posting Teacher Vacancies and Finding Quality Candidates

VI.  COMMENTARY

The online incentive funding agriculture grant application and database continues to assist in our efficiency of documenting our credibility.  The Metro-East Charter School for Agricultural Sciences presentation to the Belleville administration and school board went well.  Good questions were asked.  Urban and minority services must be a high priority for us in the near future.  I was frustrated with our leadership within the IAVAT and executive office that more time was not built into the schedule for open discussion.  It seemed that discussion was discouraged.  I hope that this trend does not continue.  Two agriculture teachers initiated a proposal to condense activities so to have more activities on the same day.  We must be more efficient with our time and energy in delivering agricultural education.
