FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JUNE, 2014, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 3

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Fairfield, Freeburg, Grayville
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Wayne, White
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 1
    PARTICIPANTS – 17
Agriscience Kit and Agricultural Career Workshop for K-8 Teachers of SAI, Murphysboro – 17
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
Illinois FFA Convention & Agriscience Fair, Springfield (3 days)
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

IAVAT Conference, Decatur (3 days)
District Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Decatur
District Section Chairs, Directors, and SIUC 2014-15 FFA Events Calendar Meeting, Decatur
District Professional Development for Agriculture Teachers, Carbondale (2 days)
Illinois State Teach Ag Results(STAR) Program Meeting(IL Team AgEd), Decatur
ILCAE & ICAE Joint Meeting, Decatur
St. Louis Regional Economic & Agriculture Outlook Briefing, St. Louis, MO
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1419
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 15
Checked Ag Ed Teacher Database and IFGAs for Accuracy 

Prepared for Workshops and Meetings

Assisted Teachers/Administrators with their Online Incentive Funding Grant Applications(IFGA)
Contacted and Advised Schools Regarding Agriculture Facility Improvement Grants

Managed and Maintained the Website 

Received and Reviewed School Annual Reports
Planned District Summer Professional Development for Agriculture Teachers

Assisted Schools in Posting Teacher Vacancies and Finding Quality Candidates
Collected Additional Funding Resource Order Forms from Ag Teachers
Ordered Resources for Teachers from District Professional Development Allotment Funding
Summarized STEM SAE Data

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Wrote and Sent Letter of Support for Teaching Candidate
Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
Completed Monthly Reports
VI.  COMMENTARY

For the past 10+ years, district 5 ag ed leaders have taken time to get together either at a separate meeting or in the evening at the IAVAT conference to set the district calendar for the new year.  It is very nice to have a passionate and hard working group of individuals to work with each year.  Schools will have a tough time finding quality teaching candidates to fill positions.  Several ICAE and ILCAE members voiced their opinion to have separate meetings of these two groups.  I hope it happens as current members do not understand their role.  $92,434(61%) was awarded to ten district 5 schools thru the Ag Ed Facility Improvement Grants.  I am a firm believer that building, equipment, and capital investments will maintain ag programs forever.
