FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JULY, 2007, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 3

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0

SCHOOLS –  Fairfield, Waterloo, Rend Lake College

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 

II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 1

   PARTICIPANTS – 25
Agriscience Kit and Agricultural Career Workshop for K-8 Teachers of SAI, Murphysboro - 25

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 6
District Planning Meeting for 07-08 FFA/IAVAT Activities and Events, Rend Lake College, Ina

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

IAVAT Professional Development Committee Meeting, Springfield

FCAE Retreat, Findlay(2 days)

MyCAERT Train the Trainer Professional Development, Richland College, Decatur

WIU Agricultural Mechanics Course Class Meeting, Fairfield

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1326
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 12

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Worked with Administrators in Advertising Teacher Vacancies

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests

Wrote Article for the Annual Agricultural Education Report

Checked Ag Ed Teacher Database for Accuracy 

Cleaned and Organized Storage Area 

Prepared for Workshops and Meetings

Sent Thank You Notes to Various Individuals

Contacted Beginning Teachers for the Inexperienced Teacher Courses

Wrote and Sent Section Ag. Teacher Meeting Notices

Prepared for MyCAERT Professional Development Workshops

VI.  COMMENTARY

Finding quality agriculture teachers again becomes a challenge this year.  School administrators calling and asking, “Do you have any suggestions on quality candidates?”  It takes much time making these contacts in encouraging candidates to apply.  I sure hope that in my lifetime, we have 50 students graduating every year in May certified in agricultural education.  What can we do to begin to decrease the number of activities/events/meetings that we have for agriculture teachers to be responsible for?  I believe that the main reason that we don’t have more quality candidates is the high expectations of time that is sometimes expected of agriculture teachers.  The WIU Agricultural Mechanics Course was full this year with 18 students.  Dr. Tillotson and teachers discussed that current components in the ag. mechanics CDE should be changed to meet the skills now needed in mechanics careers.

