FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JULY, 2008, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 3

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Cahokia, Christ Our Rock Lutheran-Centralia,  Waterloo
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Alexander, Pulaski, & Union; Johnson & Massac
II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 3

   PARTICIPANTS – 65
Illinois Agricultural Education Report for k-12 Teachers of SAI, St. Louis, MO - 27

Agriscience/mAGic Kit and Agricultural Career Workshop for K-8 Teachers of SAI, Marion – 13

Agriscience Kit, Rev It Up Kit, Agriscience Fair Exhibit Application Presentation, Carlyle - 25

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 6
Meeting with SIUE Career/Job Placement Office for Special Populations Coordinator, Edwardsville

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

District IAVAT Summer Professional Development, Maschhoff’s, Inc., Carlyle(2 days)

District Planning Meeting for 08-09 FFA/IAVAT Activities and Events, Carlyle
FCAE Retreat, St. Louis, MO(2 days)

State AITC Advisory Meeting, Springfield

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  1353
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 14
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Worked with Administrators in Advertising Teacher Vacancies and Finding Teacher Candidates
Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests

Wrote Article for the Annual Agricultural Education Report

Checked Ag Ed Teacher Database for Accuracy 

Prepared for Workshops and Meetings

Contacted Selected Teachers for the Inexperienced and Experienced Teacher Courses

Ordered Materials from National FFA for Teachers Attending Summer Professional Development

Picked Up and Delivered Legislative Rosters in Springfield

Completed and Sent Summer Professional Development CPDU Paperwork to IAVAT Office

Wrote and Sent Letters of Support for Agricultural Education to Belleville, Cahokia, and East St. Louis 

  School Districts

Printed and Made Recommended Changes to the Printed Quality Indicator Summary Report

Wrote and Sent Letter of Recommendation for Scott Page, Teaching Award Candidate

VI.  COMMENTARY

Little did I know that providing support for an AgriScience High School in the MetroEast would be so challenging. It continues to be a challenge in educating individuals in administrative positions at urban schools as to the NEED for an agricultural education program with an abundance of student and community opportunities.  It seems that quality information, facts, and data does not affect them nor play in any of their curriculum decisions.  It was great to see the agriculture teacher support for a summer professional development.  Thank you to Julie Maschhoff and Maschhoff Farms for hosting the event
