FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JULY, 2009, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 0

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS –
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 
II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 0

   PARTICIPANTS – 0
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 6
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

FCAE Staff Meeting, Conference Call

Metro-East Agricultural Sciences Charter School Partnership Committee Meeting, Belleville
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  212
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 13
Reviewed and Made Changes to my Article of the Annual Agricultural Education Report

Reviewed and Made Recommendations for the New Website
Completed and Sent Summer Professional Development CPDU Paperwork to Teachers/IAVAT Office

Assisted Chris Clausen with the East St. Louis High School Garden Project
Prepared for Section IAVAT Fall Meetings

Assisted Counties in Completing their AITC Grant Applications

Organized Office – Went Through Items to be Given Away or Recycled

Brainstormed Cost Saving Measures for Travel, On-Site Assistance, Conferences, etc.
Planned Several Meetings with SIUC Fall Student Teachers and SIUC Staff

Assisted and Mentored Kim Haywood –Program Planning, Goals, and Activities
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Senate Bill 612 passes the House and Senate waiting for the Governor’s signature.  This Bill would allow for 60 more charter schools in Illinois.  Sometimes I wonder where the funding is coming from to start 60 new charter schools.  The key for an AgriScience High School in the MetroEast is to allow students to attend from MULTIPLE school districts.  It continues to be a challenge in educating individuals in administrative positions at urban schools as to the NEED for an agricultural education program with an abundance of student and community opportunities.  It seems that quality information, facts, and data does not affect them nor play in any of their curriculum decisions.  In light of the budget crisis, it was good for me this month to not travel which forced me to take care of some office items that were placed to the side.
