FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        JULY, 2017, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 6

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – Carmi, Gallatin County, Hardin County at Elizabethtown, Norris City-Omaha-Enfield, Red Hill at Bridgeport, Thompsonville  (met with these teachers individually at Rend Lake College)
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRESENTED – 1

   PARTICIPANTS – 35
Beginning Agriculture Teachers Conference, Springfield - 35

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 5
FCAE Staff Meeting Conference Call Meetings(3)
State Teach Ag Results(STAR) Program Conference Call
IAVAT Board Meeting, Springfield
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto: 514
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 14
Assisted Counties in Completing their AITC Grant Applications
Attended Southern Illinois University Agribusiness and Industry Social, O’Fallon
Worked with Candidates in Completing Requirements for CTE Licensure with Stipulation Certification
Summarized 2016-17 Data for Annual Report, Program and Professional Characteristic Reports
Managed and Maintained the Website 
Prepared Meals & Facilitated Briggs/Stratton Small Engines Training, Rend Lake College (3 days) 

Radio Interview for RFD Radio with Rita Frazier

National Association of Supervisors in Agricultural Education(NASAE) Conference Call
Attended Monroe County Fair in Waterloo to Publicize Teaching Ag with a CTE-Ag License and the

  Columbia High School Ag Teacher Vacancy
Assisted Schools in Posting Teacher Vacancies and Finding Quality Candidates
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv
Prepared for Meetings
Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Statewide ag education enrollment continues to increase with 6-12 students now at 31,655 which is an increase of 1093 students over a year ago resulting in an upward trend of 3.6%.  So far the highest enrollment since detailed data began being collected in 1990.  FFA membership decreased by .8%. We collect an abundant amount of data. To publicize this data, we must schedule meetings with board members of major agribusinesses, agriculture commodity organizations, and agricultural agencies to discuss the shortage of agriculture employee talent, shortage of quality agriculture teachers, and resources to maintain and start new high school agricultural education programs.  Great industry and education partnership as Briggs and Stratton provided six engines to twenty schools and one college with Rend Lake College hosting.   Taking the microphone and publicizing the teaching profession was well worth the time at the Monroe County Fair prior to the demolition derby on a Friday night.
