FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        AUGUST, 2011, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 14

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – Carbondale, Columbia, Crab Orchard, Fairfield, Freeburg, Grayville, Hamilton County at McLeansboro, Harrisburg, Lawrenceville, Madison, Meridian at Mounds, Red Hill at Bridgeport, Wayne City, West Richland at Noble
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 0
II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 1

   PARTICIPANTS – 19
AgEd.org Website & Annual Reports Presentation, AgEd 400 Beginning Ag Teachers, Springfield-19
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
Website Meeting With Programmer, Jay, Harley, and Jim, Springfield
Education Committee Meeting of St. Louis AgriBusiness Club, University of Missouri, St. Louis
Section 21 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Mt. Vernon

Section 22 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Freeburg
Section 23 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Bridgeport
Section 24 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Crab Orchard
Section 25 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Harrisburg

St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting, St. Louis
FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2656
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10
Reviewed and Made Changes to the Annual Agricultural Education Report

Sent Sample Agricultural Education Improvement Grant Applications to Teachers Requesting
Prepared for Section IAVAT Back to School Meetings

Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv
Assisted in the Planning of the AgriScience College and Career Fair

Found and Delivered Textbooks to the Meridian High School
Managed and Maintained the Website 
Maintained Teacher Logins in myCAERT
Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

Reduction in budgets across the state has caused school districts to cut back on their transportation, substitute teachers, and ag teacher extended contracts.  We must continue to develop innovative ways to deliver agricultural education across the state including combining events and utilizing technology.  Our website meeting with our programmer was productive with the development of a guidebook and timeline for us and the programmer to have tasks completed throughout the year.  The continuation and increase of the maintenance grants for Ag In The Classroom County Partnership Grants is huge.  County AITC coordinators and high school agriculture teachers must network together more often to increase the success of these awareness initiatives.
