FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        AUGUST, 2013, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 9

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – Belleville West, East Richland at Olney, Elverado at Elkville, Harrisburg, Meridian at Mounds, Pinckneyville, Red Bud, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Steeleville
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 0
II.  WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 1

   PARTICIPANTS – 85
Ag Careers/FFA Presentation, 9th Grade Students, Red Bud High School, Red Bud - 85
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 7
Section 21 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Mt. Vernon

Section 22 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Steeleville
Section 23 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Olney
Section 24 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Carbondale
Section 25 IAVAT Agriculture Teachers’ Meeting, Harrisburg

FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
AgMazing500 with the St. Louis AgriBusiness Club(Educating 11 Congressional Staffers), Donald 

  Danforth Center, Elm Farms-Okawville, Schlafly’s Brewery, Anheuser Busch Brewery
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  2003
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 9
Prepared for Section IAVAT Back to School Meetings
Assisted Schools with Late Teacher Openings
Worked with Candidates on Provisional Licensure Applications
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv
Prepared and Sent STEM EZ Record Subscriptions to Ag Teachers
Managed and Maintained the Website
Maintained Teacher Logins in myCAERT
Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

In my 23+ years with FCAE, August 2013 has been by far the latest month and year with the most last minute teacher vacancies and fills.  Much time has been spent on the phone contacting possible candidates, reassuring administrators and FFA alumni members, and assisting candidates after they were hired.  The AgMazing500 went very well.  It is remarkable to see how young our US congressional staff is…reinforcing the need to have educational events which help them to understand the agricultural industry.  These young staffers are assisting our congressional leaders with many complicated decisions.  Chris Clemons, agricultural education doctoral degree student, is passionate about improving the agricultural education program at SIUC.  I applaud his efforts.  Section 25 agriculture teachers did not take the news too well that the Illinois Youth Center in Harrisburg has applied for a start-up AgEd grant.  I understand their apprehension though the school has stated that they will meet the requirements of the grant application.
