FACIL ITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

  SEPTEMBER, 2017, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 9

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 0
SCHOOLS – DuQuoin, Flora, Full Armor Christian Academy in Louisville, Grayville, Mt. Vernon, Waltonville, Shawnee Hills Christian Academy in Anna, SIU at Carbondale, Wayne City
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – 
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 1
    PARTICIPANTS – 97

Teaching Ag as a Career, 13-14 Grade Students, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale - 97

III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 9
IAVAT Advocacy Conference Call Meeting
Ag Ed Student Teacher Grant Meeting, SIU, Carbondale
FCAE Staff Meeting Conference Call Meetings(2)
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
District Agriculture Teacher Meeting, Carbondale
First Year District 5 Ag Teacher Meeting, Mt. Vernon

NASAE Board Conference Call Meeting

GrainBridge Curriculum Conference Call Meeting

IV.  MILES TRAVELED – Auto:  958
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10
Exhibited Agricultural Education Teaching Opportunities, College Students, SIU College of 

  Agricultural Sciences Career Fair, Carbondale
Reception with Agribusiness Representatives and SIU College of Agriculture Staff, Carbondale
Assisted Teachers with Completion of their Graduate Surveys - 100%
Assisted Teachers and School Administrators in Completing Ag Grant Budgets

Assisted Students and Schools with Pilot Online Ag Science-Plant Course

Prepared for Meetings and Presentations
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv
Managed and Maintained the Website
Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

I was very glad to have 11 of 14 first year ag teachers attend the mentoring tour of three schools and professional development.   Quality time was spent learning from experienced ag teachers and viewing their facilities.    These first year teachers also developed relationships with each other.  I am very troubled with the additional checkbox requirements of the FY18 Ag Grant budget in IWAS requiring extra time to complete by administrators and teachers.  I was very pleased to see the increased number of SIUC first year freshmen and community college transfer students that are considering majoring in ag education.  The pilot online ag science-plant course has some challenges to overcome.  Great that we are exploring more online ag opportunities for students which will lead to ag programs with live ag teachers.
