FACILITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        NOVEMBER, 2016, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 4 

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 2
SCHOOLS – Christ Our Savior at Evansville, Marissa, Patoka, Sparta
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Franklin, Richland
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 3
    PARTICIPANTS – 19
School Greenhouses and Gardens Add Value to Communities, School Board Members, School
 Board Conference, Chicago(3) – 19
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 11
FCAE Staff Meeting, Morrison
ILCAE Meeting, PNC Bank Building, St. Louis, MO

St. Louis Science Center Grow Exhibit Tour with ILCAE Meeting, St. Louis, MO
Goals and Evaluation Meeting with Jess Smithers, Vandalia
ISBE Budget Hearing Meeting, Granite City
FCAE Staff Conference Call Meeting
ICAE Meeting, Springfield

IAVAT Advocacy Conference Call Meeting
National Association of Supervisors of Agricultural Education(NASAE) Conference Call Meeting
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO
Exhibited Agriscience Curriculum/AITC/Program Benefits, School Board Members/Administrators, 

  School Board Conference, Chicago (2 days)
IV.  MILES TRAVELED –  Auto - 1921
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 10
Managed and Maintained the Website
Prepared for Presentations and Meetings
Contacted Advocates to Give Testimony and Attend the ISBE Budget Hearing
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv

Completed Monthly Reports

Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
Assisted Ag Teachers in Completing FY17 Ag Grants in IWAS

Assisted Ag Teachers in Completing FFA PreProgram of Activities

Assisted Administrators with Teacher Vacancies and Finding Quality Candidates

Advertised Teacher Vacancies on the Website and Email Listserv

VI.  COMMENTARY

The School Board Conference in Chicago continues to be a great place to market and promote agriscience education.   It was very productive to talk to school board members.  To maintain the Line Item, we must focus on advocacy efforts with Chicago area legislators without agriscience programs in their districts.   Already five vacancies for ag teachers with anticipation of four more before January first…that might be a record at this time of the year.  Changes to the ISBE IWAS system for the ag grant are challenging and frustrating.  Nice to see near a full membership of 30 ILCAE members with in-depth meeting discussions on real issues of ag education.
