FACILITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION - 5

        DECEMBER, 2015, SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR DEAN DITTMAR
I.  ON SITE ASSISTANCE – SCHOOLS – 11

COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS - 3
SCHOOLS – Belleville West, Benton, Grayville, Lovejoy Academy at Brooklyn, Mt. Vernon, Pinckneyville, Red Bud, Shawnee at Wolf Lake, Sparta, Kaskaskia College, Southwestern Illinois College-Belleville
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS – Clay, Clinton, Richland
II.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS PRESENTED – 2
    PARTICIPANTS – 78
Ag Careers, 9-12 Grade Students, Shawnee High School at Wolf Lake – 48
Adding Agriculture to STEM Makes Powerful STEAM Presentation to Illinois Agriculture Leadership  

  Foundation(IALF) Class of 2016, Belleville - 30
III.  MEETINGS/CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED – 6

St. Louis AgriBusiness Club Meeting and Professional Development, St. Louis, MO 
FCAE Staff Meeting and Christmas Party, Springfield
Revision of the Agricultural Education Plan Meeting with Luke Allen, Springfield
Website Maintenance Conference Meeting with Programmer(2)
TEAM Ag Ed Meeting, Springfield
IV.  MILES TRAVELED – 1446
V.  OTHER ACTIVITIES - 12
Reviewed Ag Ed Facility Improvement Grant Applications
Revised the Agricultural Education Plan

Contacted the Illinois Virtual High School to Discuss Online Agriculture Courses
Inventoried AgriScience Kits for New County AITC Partnerships
Agriscience Program for Low Income and Minority Students Conference Call with Ellis Bell, Jim 

  Harris, Evelyn Turner, and Marie Sally – www.BellAgSci.org 
Prepared for Meetings and Presentations

Managed and Maintained the Website
Wrote and Sent Email Messages/Updated Email Addresses on the Listserv
Assisted Individuals in Completing Work Experience Letters for CTE Licensure with Stipulations
Completed Monthly Reports
Discussed Agriculture Teacher Vacancies with Administrators
Sent Teacher and Individual Informational Requests
VI.  COMMENTARY

I am glad to see progress in revising the Illinois Agricultural Education Plan.  It has been near 10 years since the last revision. Three mid-year ag teacher vacancies…most that I have had in my career.   A huge threat to the advancement and improvement of agricultural education is the lack of quality agriculture teachers…traditionally trained and alternatively licensed.  I was glad to see the rebirth of Illinois TEAM Ag Ed.  I hope these leaders can meet regularly throughout the year to build partnerships and solve issues.
