	FACILITATING COORDINATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

	District I Agricultural Education Program Advisor - Aaron Leary

	SUMMARY OF January, 2008 ACTIVITIES 

	

	I. On Site Technical Assistance  --   8 Schools  4 Principals  3 Guidance Counselors

	

	Abingdon                      Amboy (P,GC)                        Avon                                   Cambridge (P)

Eureka (GC)                Orion (P,GC)                           Putnam County                   Rockridge (P)

	

	II. On Site Technical Assistance -- Ag. Literacy Coordinator -- 

	

	Rock Island

	

	III. Workshops/In-Services/Presentations Conducted -- 

	

	· Section 1 Winter IAVAT Meeting Presentation – Freeport, IL

· Section 2 Winter IAVAT Meeting Presentation – Dixon, IL

· Section 3 Winter IAVAT Meeting Presentation – Orion, IL

· Section 4 Winter IAVAT Meeting Presentation – Aledo, IL

	

	IV. Meetings/Conventions/Conferences Attended -- 

	

	· FCAE Staff Meeting – Illinois FFA Center – Springfield, IL
· Made For Excellence Conference – Double Tree Oak Brook – Oak Brook, IL

· Illinois FFA Alumni Meeting – Northfield Inn – Springfield, IL

· FCAE FY09 Budget Meeting – Illinois FFA Center – Springfield, IL

· National Ag Ed In-service – Hilton Hotel – Indianapolis, IN 

	

	V.  Other Activities -- 

	

	· Organized office and office materials 

· Other various Office Duties

· Completed state monthly reports

· Developed and posted List-serve emails
· Organized and sorted school files
· Returned emails, phone calls and other office correspondence

· Prepared Section Winter meeting Agenda and Packet

· Continued work on Professional Development “Project”

· Began work on Student Roster forms and data entry

	

	VI.  Miles Traveled  -- 2680

	

	VII. Comments/Observations --

	

	SAE’s seem to be the big discussion this month. Whether we broaden what is accepted at the state and national level as an SAE or expand the areas of proficiency awards to include student’s jobs that are not obviously Agriculture related, something must be done to increase the number of students who truly utilize this teaching component and so called “third circle” of Agriculture Education. The circles are currently broken and no one wants to talk about fixing them! Fixing this could also help retain teachers as it could make teaching more enjoyable.


