Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jennifer Waters, District III Program Advisor
August 2015 Report

On-Site Assistance –( 8 high schools)
	Astoria 

Griggsville-Perry

Lewistown

Payson-Seymour


	Pleasant Plains

PORTA

Virginia 

Warsaw


Workshops/In-services/Presentations –  5  Participants – 60
· Surveying Workshop with Todd Horton, IL FFA Center – 12 participants
· Met with Warsaw FFA Alumni members regarding the future of the program and how local community members can assist the new teacher – 4 participants

· District III Ag in the Class Room Coordinator Meeting, Springfield – 16 participants

· Section 12 Ag Teacher Meeting, Havana – 14 participants

· Section 14 Ag Teacher Meeting, Athens – 14 participants
Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 
· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
· District III Ag in the Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Springfield 

· Met with Pleasant Plains Principal Luke Brooks regarding 2nd Ag Teacher Position

· Ag Careers Exploration Meeting for Farm Progress Show with Lisa Gregory, Brian Byers and Steve Bridge regarding upcoming event during the show to engage students with agricultural businesses and agricultural careers for the future.

· Illinois Ag Leadership Program Class Meeting in East Peoria – met with leaders from Caterpillar, Prairie Farms and the USDA Research Center during the three day meeting. While there I planned future visits to include teachers/students to the milk processing facility and USDA Research Lab.

· Met with Michele O'Neal-Babicky from the Illinois State Floral Association regarding teacher workshops and student certifications. 

· Met with Brandon Smith, 1st year teacher at FFA Center regarding curriculum plans for the upcoming school year.

· Met with IALP groups regarding educational outreach to include the Farm Progress Show and an event at GROWMARK involving a job interview competition. 

· Assisted Virginia High School Business Teacher in implementing MyCaert. 


Other Activities

· Reviewed and made entries in the teacher and program database website.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
· Retirement party for Jim Craft, Illinois Association FFA Executive Secretary

· Set annual goals for FY16.

· Attended Ag Day Breakfast at the Illinois State Fairgrounds.
Miles Traveled – 998 miles
Commentary


Sitting in a meeting a few weeks ago, participants were sharing their experiences in getting their own children ready for the coming school year. When it was my turn to share, I proudly told the group that I had over 70 teachers, one first grader, one Pre-K student, and one husband to prepare for the school year ahead… I think I might have won the prize! August is always an exciting month in meeting with new teachers who are terrified and thrilled to be taking on their first jobs. I have spent this month explaining our programs, structure, how to find resources and occasionally rolling up my sleeves and helping a teacher clean up their classroom after years of knowledge have been collected by formers teachers. This August is also the start of my fourth year in this position. I am thankful for this opportunity and the relationships I have been able to build in Agricultural Education.

