Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
April 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 9
· Met with George Letavish, Office of the Governor, Springfield
· Illinois Agriculture Articulation Conference, SIU, Carbondale

· Illinois Farm Bureau Youth Conference, Springfield

· ICAE Symposium, IL Department of Agriculture, Springfield

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Meeting, Springfield

· Met with Jennifer and Ryan regarding the development of NGSS courses, Springfield
· Met with Vern McGinnis and Bill Johnson as a follow-up to the ICAE symposium, Bloomington

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· School Visits with Luke – Chicago Marshall and Dwight

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Entered data and completed tasks related to the Incentive Funding Grant app.

· Updated FY14 budget documents and planned for an August 31st end date.

· Completed several tasks related to the development of the Annual Report.

· Correspondence and other tasks related to the contracts for Ag Ed 499 and Ag Ed 520 graduate courses.

· Prep for the April FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 1409
Comments/Observations


The ICAE Symposium was held this month on April 11th.  It was great to re-engage with founding and former members of ILCAE to help celebrate the 30th anniversary of the organization.  The focus issue of the symposium was Teacher Recruitment and Retention.  As part of the symposium break-out groups in the categories of financial, licensure, recruitment, and retention identified challenges and developed goals which will be addressed by ILCAE, ICAE, and other Team Ag Ed organizations.  Team Ag Ed is scheduled to meet on May 29th for the initial meeting of the Teach Ag STAR program and to further discuss issues and goals identified at the Symposium.  Illinois applied for and was selected to participate in the STAR program which is an initiative of the National Teach Ag program.   
