Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
April 2017 Report

Meetings – Conferences - Conventions – 20
· FCAE Staff Meeting, Conference Call (2)

· IACTE CTE Showcase Day, State Capital, Springfield

· ICAE Human Resources Committee Meeting, Conference Call

· Conference Call with Becky Ropp, Doug Hanson, and Jesse Faber (2)

· IAVAT Legislative Sub-Committee Meeting, Conference Call

· IL Farm Bureau Youth Conference, Embassy Suites, East Peoria

· Met with University of Illinois Ag Ed Department, Graduate Course Planning, Urbana

· IL FFA Board Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

· Met with Joe Tomlinson (ROE #9 HR Consultant) on Human Resources Topics, Champaign

· IL Foundation FFA Board Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

· Illinois Workforce Investment Board Youth Committee Meeting, Kewanee
· Met with Julie McCleary, District 1 FCAE Office in Joy

· ROE #9 Department Head / Leadership Meeting, Champaign

· IL FFA “Super Friday” CDE Check-In, Stock Pavilion, Champaign

Office and Other Activities

· Prep for the April FCAE Staff conference calls. 
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 868
Comments/Observations


Efforts to improve Teacher Recruitment and Retention continue to be in the forefront in Illinois Agriculture Education and this month we had quite of bit of good news to report.  1st Farm Credit provided $7500 to fund for the 2nd year an initiative coordinated by the University Ag Ed professors to conduct visits to beginning teachers.  Megan Coy led the efforts to plan the first ever Ag Ed CDE in IL which will be held at the IL FFA Convention in June.  The IAA Foundation officially launched the IL Ag Ed Teacher Grant Program which is a $320,000 initiative over the next 12 years.   
