Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
August 2015 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 16
· Met with CAERT, Dan Pentony and Ron Biondo to discuss NGSS Plant and Animal Science curriculum project, Bloomington
· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield 
· Section 16 Agriculture Teachers Meeting, Decatur
· IAVAT Board Meeting, Springfield

· IAVAT Section Chairs Meeting, Champaign

· Section 17 Agriculture Teachers Meeting, Champaign

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· ILCAE Nominations Committee Meeting, Conference call

· Illinois State Fair, ILCAE Awards Presentation, Springfield

· Illinois State Fair, Agriculture Day, Springfield

· Mt. Zion High School, JC Walker, Mt. Zion

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative, Springfield

· Section 18 Agriculture Teachers Meeting, Georgetown

· ICAE Budget committee meeting, Springfield

· ICAE Meeting, Springfield

· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Program Council Meeting, Decatur

Office and Other Activities

· Development of the 2015 IL Agriculture Education annual report.

· Update of the FCAE and State Ag Ed Staff contact sheet.

· Completed the FY2016 FCAE project proposal and submitted to ISBE via IWAS.

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the August FCAE Staff meeting.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 1140
Comments/Observations


To me the month of August means two things – Illinois State Fair and back-to-school.  This marks the 32nd year in a row that I have attended the Illinois State Fair – the first many years as a 4-H and FFA member and now as a parent of future 4-H and FFA members.  August also means back-to-school and thus Section Agriculture Teacher meetings.  I had the pleasure of attending 3 section meetings this month, one of which was Section 18 which is where I attended my first section meeting more than 15 years ago. 

