Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
December 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 14
· Governor-Elect Rauner’s Ag Transition Team Meeting (2), Springfield/Champaign

· Met with ISBE Superintendent Chris Koch and Deputy Superintendent Susie Morrison regarding Teacher Shortage designation, ISBE, Springfield

· ILCAE New Member Orientation, Webinar

· ICAE New Member Orientation, Webinar

· Caterpillar Student Competition, Caterpillar Visitors Center, Peoria

· ROE #9 Department Head Meeting, Champaign

· Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, Chicago

· ILCAE Legislative Advocacy Committee Meeting, Conference Call

· STEM Learning Exchange Meeting, Chicago

· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield

· IAVAT Board Meeting, Conference Call

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange including reviewing the AFNR STEM LE AgriScience Research start-up grants.

· Develop document with talking points to support the passage of the Ag Ed as Teacher Shortage Area resolution by the Illinois Farm Bureau.

· Prep for the December FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 729
Comments/Observations


Vern McGinnis, Dr. Dick Steffen, and I met this month with Superintendent Chris Koch and Deputy Superintendent Susie Morrison to inquire about the process of getting Agricultural Education designated as a Teacher Shortage Area in Illinois.  In addition, the Illinois Farm Bureau passed a resolution at their annual meeting to support the recognition of agricultural education as a Teacher Shortage Area.  The Teacher Shortage Area designation will make some teachers eligible to have their federal student loans cancelled. 
