Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
February 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 11
· FFA Alumni and PAS Conference, Springfield

· Met with University of IL Ag Ed staff to discuss Teacher Recruitment/Retention

· ICAE Symposium Planning Meeting, Bloomington

· Met with Ryan Wildman to work on the Ag Mechanics Curriculum revision

· Conference call with the Energy STEM Learning Exchange – IL FFA AgriScience Fair

· Monthly STEM Learning Exchange Meeting, Conference Call

· Next Generation Science Standards Training by Chris Embry-Mohr, Bloomington

· Meeting with CommonMan – IFGA application revision

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· Met with Jennifer Water to discuss professional development plans and budget

· Teach Ag STAR Program Webinar
Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the February FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
· 3 non-work days (birth of Caleb)
Miles Traveled - 738
Comments/Observations


Ryan Wildman and I have met several times to finalize the Ag Mechanics curriculum outline.  I am very pleased with the work that she had done on the project and look forward to the finished product.  I am pleased that the Energy STEM Learning Exchange is partnering with us again this year by sponsoring a portion of the Illinois AgriScience Fair.  Cash awards will be provided to students with the top energy-related projects.
