Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
February 2016 Report

Meetings – Conferences - Conventions – 12
· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Meeting, IAA Building, Bloomington

· Met with V. McGinnis and D. Norton, Planned April ICAE Agenda, Bloomington

· FCAE Staff Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield
· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative, Partner meeting, Springfield

· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom, Program Council Mtg, IL Corn, Bloomington

· Met with Dr. Thieman, G. Ochs, and D. Korte regarding Grad courses, Urbana

· “The Plan” Revision Meeting, IAA Building, Bloomington

· IAVAT Board Meeting, Hampton Inn, East Peoria

· PAS Conference, Lincoln Land Community College, Springfield

· 212 Conference, LLCC and Northfield Inn, Springfield

· ROE 9 Superintendent’s Legislative Meeting, Biaggi’s, Champaign

· FFA Agriculture Legislative Seminar, Northfield Inn, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the February FCAE Staff meeting.

· FCAE Conference Call

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 1090
Comments/Observations


I applaud the efforts of Mindy Bunselmeyer, John Edgar, Jacob Butcher, ADM, Farm Credit, and others involved in the inaugural Agriculture Legislative Seminar which was held on the evening of February 29th (the evening before Ag Legislative Day) at the Northfield Inn.  More than 100 FFA members enjoyed a great meal, an opportunity to network, heard from Senator Cunningham on how to effectively communicate with legislators, and prepared for legislative visits scheduled for the next day.  It was a great opportunity for the FFA members in attendance.
