Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
February 2017 Report

Meetings – Conferences - Conventions – 13
· National Ag Ed Inservice, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis

· Conference Call with Becky Ropp, Doug Hanson, and Jesse Faber (2)

· ROE #9 Staff Meeting, Rantoul

· Illinois Workforce Investment Board – Youth Cmt Meeting, ICCB, Springfield

· FCAE Staff Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield
· Illinois PAS Conference, Lincoln Land Comm. College, Springfield

· IAVAT Legislative Sub-Committee Conference Call

· Met with Mr. Rademacher, Principal at Bismarck-Henning HS with Megan Coy

· IACTE Conference, Abe Lincoln Hotel, Springfield

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Conference Call

· FCAE Staff Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

· University Council Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

· Illinois FFA Foundation Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Prep for the February FCAE Staff meeting and University Council meeting.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Prepared for the office move to Champaign that will occur in early March.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 405
Comments/Observations


The highlight of this month for me was having the opportunity to visit Bismarck-Henning High School with Megan Coy.  We meet with the Principal, Mr. Rademacher, regarding the establishment of an agriculture program and FFA chapter at the high school.  They have now posted a teaching vacancy for the 2017-2018 school-year, so I am excited that the 350+ 9th-12th grade students in Northern Vermilion County will now have the opportunities provided by agricultural education and FFA.      
