Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
February 2018 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 9
· Met with Administration at Meridian High School (Potential New Program), Macon

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Meeting, ISBE, Springfield

· Illinois PAS Conference, Lincoln Land Community College, Springfield

· IAVAT Board Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield 

· Agriculture Teacher Shortage Task Force Meeting, Conference Call

· Illinois Association of Career and Technical Education Conference, Springfield

· FCAE Staff Meeting, FFA Center, Springfield

· Met with CommonMan regarding the re-development of the IFG web application.

· Regional Office of Education #9 Leadership Meeting, Champaign

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the Improving Ag Ed Programs Mini-Grants.

· Prep for the February FCAE Staff meeting.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 685
Comments/Observations


The Three-Circle Grant provides a great opportunity for local agriculture programs.  The fiscal year 2018 application process wrapped up this month and it appears that just over 40% of high school agriculture teachers were able to participate in the grant.  Considering the roll-out of the grant in the middle of a school-year, 40% is a good start.  The FCAE staff is working hard to significantly increase the participation in the grant for fiscal year 2019.   
