Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
January 2012 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 16
· Section 11 Agriculture Teachers Meeting and MyCAERT Training, Quincy
· IAVAT Board meeting, Springfield

· IAVAT Section Chairs meeting, conference call

· Illinois Agriculture Legislative Roundtable, Bloomington

· Met with Illinois Farm Bureau President Phil Nelson, Bloomington

· ILCAE / ICAE Meeting, Bloomington

· AFNR STEM Learning Exchange Meeting with Eric Smalley and Andrew Bowman, Bloomington

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Illinois FFA Center – Springfield

· Team Ag Ed Meeting, Illinois FFA Center, Springfield

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Meeting, Springfield
· FFA Board of Directors Meeting, Springfield

· IL Pathways Advisory Committee Meeting, conference call

· AFNR STEM Learning Exchange Strategic Plan, conference call

· Meeting with Nick Wherley, ITCS, Urbana

· AFNR STEM Learning Exchange conference call with IL American Water

· National Ag Ed Summit, Indianapolis

Office and Other Activities

· Items related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange
· Prep for the January FCAE Staff meeting

· Items related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 1611
Comments/Observations


This month concluded with the National Ag Ed Summit in Indianapolis.  The two-day event focused entirely on Teacher Recruitment and Retention.  It was a very valuable two days and I hope that the ideas and information that we received will translate into action on our parts.  We will only be able to grow agricultural education in Illinois if we have an adequate supply of high quality agriculture teachers and we are currently experiencing a large dip in agriculture education graduates. 
