Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
January 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 14
· Met with Dan Pentony regarding CTE Curriculum Revitalization projects.

· IAVAT Section Chairs Meeting, Conference Call

· Illinois Agriculture Legislative Roundtable, Bloomington

· ILCAE / ICAE Meeting, Bloomington

· Met with Chris Mohr and Kevin Daugherty – Next Gen Science, Bloomington

· Reviewed Ag Mechanics curriculum with Ryan Wildman

· Reviewed the AgriScience start-up grant applications.

· Section 18 Agriculture Teacher Meeting

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Meeting, Springfield

· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield

· Meeting with CommonMan and National FFA – Database Integration
· Meeting with T. Horton and N. Wherley – Surveying Teacher Workshop

· FFA Alumni Conference, Springfield
Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the January FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 959
Comments/Observations


At the ILCAE / ICAE meeting this month the discussion focused on Teacher Recruitment and Retention.  It was determined that the topic shall also be the focus of the ICAE Symposium which will be held on April 11th at the Illinois Department of Agriculture.  This is also the venue of the meeting in 1984 that lead to the development of the Illinois Leadership Council for Agricultural Education.  On April 11th we will also take some time to recognize the efforts of those individuals that helped to create ILCAE and celebrate the accomplishments over the past 30 years. 
