Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
July 2015 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 5
· American Institute for Research - evaluation of AFNR STEM LE, conference call

· Met with CAERT, Dan Pentony to discuss FY16 curriculum projects, Oakwood

· District 1 FCAE Program Advisor Interviews, Rantoul

· Met with Kevin Larsen, Morrison

· FCAE Staff Meeting and Retreat, ISBE, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Paperwork and related activities associated with District 1 Program Advisor interviews.

· Completed several tasks related to the development of the 2015 IL Agriculture Education annual report.

· Completed several tasks related to the IAEP mini-grant project.

· Completed the FY2016 FCAE project proposal and submitted to ISBE via IWAS.

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the July FCAE Staff meeting and retreat.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 858
Comments/Observations


I am very pleased with the candidates that applied for the District 1 FCAE Program Advisor position and am excited for Kevin Larsen to join the FCAE staff on January 1st.

His experience and talents will help FCAE continue to meet our mission of improving and expanding agriculture education in Illinois.  FCAE staff meet for two days at ISBE this month to plan and set goals for the upcoming year.  Some our goals and/or priorities relate to improving teacher recruitment, improving assistance for provisional teachers, increasing enrollment, and adding programs.
