Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
March 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 10
· Meeting with CommonMan – IFGA application revision, Bloomington
· Illinois Agriculture Legislative Day, Springfield

· Illinois Ag in the Classroom Partner Meeting, Springfield

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Meeting, Springfield

· Met with U of I Ag Ed Staff regarding Ag Ed 499 and Research, Urbana
· Meeting with CAERT staff to plan the development of NGSS courses, Bloomington

· Meeting with Meridian HS Superintendent Brue regarding addition of Ag / CTE.

· Illinois FFA Foundation Meeting, Springfield 

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· Liberia Book Drive Meeting, Springfield

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the March FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
· 3 non-work days (birth of Caleb)
Miles Traveled - 1047
Comments/Observations


FCAE staff met with Dan Pentony and Ron Biondo this month to plan the development of lab-based agriscience courses to address the Next Generation Science Standards.  I anticipate that this will be a long-term project (2 years +), but I look forward to the challenge of developing curriculum that authentically develops agriculture content and technical skills while also addressing the NGSS standards.  
