Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
March 2015 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 12
· Advance Illinois – “What will it take to close the gap?” Program, Springfield
· Illinois Agriculture Legislative Day, Springfield

· Met with Director Phil Nelson, IDOA, Springfield

· Met with Dr. Erica Thieman regarding the NIFA grant, Urbana

· District 1 Proficiency Awards, Geneseo High School, Geneseo

· ISBE Board Meeting, Springfield

· National Agriculture Day Event, Brandt Consolidated, Springfield

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· ICAE Meeting, ISBE Building, Springfield

· Illinois FFA Foundation Meeting, ISBE Building, Springfield

· ILCAE Meeting, Parkland College
· Farm Bureau Youth Conference, Crowne Plaza, Springfield
Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange including processing SAE mini-grants checks.
· Prep and follow-up tasks for the March FCAE Staff meeting.
· Prep and follow-up tasks for the ILCAE meeting.

· Prep and follow-up tasks for the ICAE meeting.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 1257
Comments/Observations


It was rewarding to hear the positive comments from ISBE Board Members following the public comments provided by Vern McGinnis (ICAE Chair), Cody Morris (IL FFA President), and Renee Kinzinger (IL FFA Secretary) at the March ISBE Board Meeting.  With the addition of five new ISBE Board Members it is imperative that we take the time necessary to inform them of the benefits of Agricultural Education and Career and Technical Education.
