Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
May 2014 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 10
· Met with CommonMan to discuss additional improvements to the IL Ag Ed Website and Database, Springfield
· Met with Thunderstruck Design (Rod Roberts) regarding IL Ag Ed Annual Report, Champaign

· STEM Learning Exchange Monthly Meeting, ISBE, Springfield

· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Meeting, Springfield

· Illinois Pathways Advisory Council Meeting, Springfield

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Champaign
· Illinois Ag in the Classroom Coordinators Meeting, Bloomington

· Met with Vern McGinnis, Bill Johnson, Larry Fischer, Harold Reetz, and Gordon Bidner regarding ILCAE and ICAE, Carlock

· Team Ag Ed Meeting, Teach Ag STAR Meeting, Bloomington

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Entered data and completed tasks related to the Incentive Funding Grant app.

· Updated FY14 budget documents and planned for an August 31st end date.

· Completed several tasks related to the development of the Annual Report.

· Correspondence and other tasks related to the contracts for Ag Ed 499, IAEP mini-grants, 
· Prep for the May FCAE Staff meeting.
· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 1513
Comments/Observations


It was positive to see that both the Agricultural Education and the CTE line items within the ISBE FY2015 budget were level funding.  Advocacy for CTE and Agricultural Education will remain as vital as ever as the state budget is not expected to improve in the coming years.  
I was very pleased with the results at the Teach Ag STAR program meeting of Team Ag Ed.  I know that we can make some positive impact on Teacher Recruitment and Retention if all entities are engaged and if we all remain focused on the task.

