Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
November 2016 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 13
· Patoka High School - School Visit with Dean Dittmar, Patoka
· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative Project Meeting, ISBE, Springfield
· FCAE Staff Conference Call
· Met with Thunderstruck Design regarding 2016 IL Ag Ed Annual Report

· Illinois Leadership Council for Agricultural Education Meeting, PNC, St. Louis

· IAVAT Advocacy Sub-Committee Meeting, Conference Call

· AFNR STEM Learning Exchange Meeting, Webinar

· Illinois Committee for Agricultural Education Meeting, IDOA, Springfield

· Illinois School Board Conference, Hyatt Hotel, Chicago

· ICAE Orientation Webinar with Brad Pilcher

· FCAE Staff Meeting, District 1 FCAE Office, Morrison

· IL FFA Foundation Meeting, Conference Call

· Lake Land College Agriculture Career Fair, Mattoon

Office and Other Activities

· Completed several financial and accounting tasks in preparation for the close-out of FY2016.

· Completed several tasks related to the development of the 2016 IL Agricultural Education annual report.

· Completed several tasks related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the November FCAE Staff meeting.

· Prep for the ILCAE and ICAE meetings in November.

· Completed several tasks related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled – 1210
Comments/Observations


With an average of 6 new programs per year and overall enrollments in 7-12th grade agricultural education increasing, there continues to be strong demand for graduates in Agricultural Education.   In fact, over the past five years demand has exceeded supply by an average of 32 teachers per year.  With the assistance of all partners of Illinois Team Ag Ed, the following initiatives were made possible and substantial progress has been made to address the agriculture teacher shortage this past year.  Senate Bill 2975 (now Public Act 099-0826), IAA Foundation Ag Teacher Grant Program for 1st – 5th year teachers, National TeachAg STAR Grant ($8,000), Illinois Soybean Association Grant ($10,000), 1st Farm Credit Grant ($7500), and other on-going efforts.
