Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
October 2013 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 16
· Met with Rob Roberts to review the annual report, Champaign

· System Directors Leadership Council Meeting – AFNR STEM LE Presentation

· IACCAI Conference, Kewanee

· Beginning Advisor’s Conference, Springfield

· Meeting with Program Advisor’s to review CSAT questions for AgriScience pathway.

· Illinois State University Ag Ed Advisory Council, Bloomington

· STEM Learning Exchange Monthly Meeting, conference call

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· Ag Legislative Day Planning Meeting, Springfield

· U of Illinois Ag Ed Advisory Council Meeting, Urbana

· Tyler Loschen – Practice interview for American Star Farmer

· Reviewed Ag Mechanics curriculum with Ryan Wildman
· Meeting with CommonMan regarding IL Ag Ed website

· ILCAE Annual Meeting, Bloomington

· Illinois PAS Fall Conference, Bloomington

· National Association of Supervisors of Agricultural Education, Louisville

Office and Other Activities

· Items related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Prep for the October FCAE Staff meeting.
· Items related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 1868
Comments/Observations


Through the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange we conducted two bus trips to the National FFA Convention.  The feedback was extremely positive and we are hopeful that it will translate into the addition of an agriculture program at a high school that currently doesn’t offer agriculture courses or FFA.  At this month’s FCAE Staff meeting we decided to eliminate the PDP plan from the Incentive Funding Grant Application.  This is a minor change, but it is a small move in the right direction to eliminate some workload from high school agriculture teachers.
