Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, State Coordinator
September 2013 Report

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 13
· Traveled with Dean Dittmar on school visits to Wesclin, Red Bud, New Athens, Sparta

· CTE Curriculum Revitalization Initiative meeting, Springfield

· STEM Learning Exchange Monthly Meeting, conference call

· Illinois Business Roundtable Common Core Meeting, Bloomington

· AFNR STEM Learning Exchange Steering Committee Meeting, Bloomington

· ILCAE / ICAE Meeting, Bloomington

· Meeting with CommonMan to discuss IL Ag Ed website.

· FFA Board Meeting, Springfield

· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Coordinators Meeting, Champaign

· Meeting with National FFA Staff, Springfield

· Met with Rob Roberts to review the annual report, Champaign

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield
· Forum for Excellence Conference, East Peoria
Office and Other Activities

· Items related to the AFNR STEM Learning Exchange.
· Moved items from District 4 FCAE office from Decatur to Sullivan.

· Prep for the September FCAE Staff meeting.
· Items related to the CTE curriculum revitalization initiative.
· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 1299
Comments/Observations


The District 4 FCAE office moved this month from Decatur to Sullivan.  The office will not be as big but it is a nice office and will be more than adequate in size.  I enjoyed the opportunity to travel to four schools in District 5 this month with Dean Dittmar.  My goal is to spend at least one day every year with each Program Advisor on school visits.  The time spent talking in the car with Dean was as valuable as the time spent in the schools to discuss future plans and goals.
