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Jess Smithers, District III Program Advisor
May 2011 Report

On-Site Assistance – 5
	Athens

Greenview

Lincoln
Morton

Tri-City


	


Workshops/In-services/Presentations – 1   Participants – 25
· Morton USD Board Meeting, Morton – 25
Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 6
· Section 13 Livestock Judging CDE, Western IL Fairgrounds, Griggsville
· Ag Café, Decatur Chamber of Commerce, Decatur Club, Decatur

· Illinois Envirothon Contest, Allerton Park, Monticello

· FCAE Staff Meeting, Springfield

· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Coordinator Meeting, Bloomington

· Met with Richard Breckenridge (IL EPA) to discuss the Environmental Science Curriculum revision project.

Other Activities

· Made contacts regarding teaching vacancies.

· Developed a curriculum map for Basic Agricultural Science.

· Several activities related to professional development plans for teachers.

· Reviewed and made entries in the teacher and program database website.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 868
Commentary
I recently attended a school board meeting for the Morton 709 School District.  I along with Morgan Ott (State FFA Reporter), Rob Rhykerd (ISU College of Ag Department Chair), Meghan Grebner (Reporter – Brownfield network), and several individuals from the Morton area discussed the value of agriculture education and FFA.  Morton High School currently offers one BSAA course with 20 students enrolled.  As a result of not having an approved program they are not allowed to add new members to their FFA chapter.  The community’s goal is to offer a course sequence that will allow for FFA participation by more students.  Next year’s enrollment is over 40 students in two sections of BSAA.  Increasing enrollment is positive, however, until an approved program is offered the FFA chapter cannot grow and thrive.












