Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, District III Field Advisor
April 2005 Report

On-Site Assistance – 10  
	Athens

Brown County

Carlinville

Delavan

Greenview
	Liberty

Morton

Payson

Pekin

Southwestern




Workshops/In-services/Presentations – 2   Participants – 139
· Corn Plastic presentation to all Kindergarten classes at Carlinville Primary School - 125
· Section 13 Winter IAVAT Meeting – Beardstown HS, Beardstown – 14

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 9
· FCAE Staff Meeting - Illinois FFA Center, Springfield 

· Visited Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences, Chicago

· Met with Dick Treat to discuss the development of Agriculture Content Standards, Sprfld.

· ICAE Symposium – Renaissance Hotel, Springfield

· Mt. Pulaski High School Annual FFA Banquet – Mt. Pulaski

· Meth Youth Leadership Institute training program – Eagle Creek Resort, Shelbyville

· Met with CR Sloan, Hamilton Co. Ag Teacher, to discuss use of FFA Meth Grant.

· Illinois Association of School Administrators Conference – Hilton Hotel, Springfield

· Welding Workshop – Midwest Technical Institute, Lincoln

Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the Summer WIU Ag Mech Course.

· Burnt additional “Why Should Schools offer Ag Ed?” CD’s.

· Made several contacts regarding teaching vacancies and teacher candidates.

· Developed and sent letter to Superintendents, Principals and Teachers regarding IFGA.

· Reviewed the IL Agricultural Education website in preparation for website meeting.

· Reviewed and processed amended IFGA budgets.

· Completed several tasks related to the PSAA assessment review process.

· Updated the teacher candidate/vacancy pages on the agriculturaleducation.org website.

· Reviewed and made entries in the teacher and program database website.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

· 2 Vacation Days

Miles Traveled - 1582
Commentary

Two programs in District III have added a second teacher to their agriculture program for next school year (Carlinville and Liberty).  Each position was created due to the fact that Industrial Tech teachers are hard to find.  The expansion of agricultural mechanics will continue to occur as IT programs disappear. This expansion will lead to an increased need for professional development in the area of agricultural mechanics.












