Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, District III Program Advisor
December 2007 Report

On-Site Assistance – 3 (3 high schools)
	Madison

Pawnee

	Pittsfield

	
	


Workshops/In-services/Presentations – 2   Participants – 55
· Magic Kit Workshop (Soil Magic), Soil and Water Conference, Springfield – 15
· Magic Kit Workshop, National Association of Agricultural Educators, Las Vegas - 40 

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 5
· FCAE Staff Meeting, IL FFA Center, Springfield
· Lakeland Alternative Energy SPEC grant meeting, Lake Land College, Mattoon

· District 3 / 4 Illinois AITC Coordinator’s Meeting, IL FFA Center, Springfield

· National Association of Agricultural Educators Conference, Las Vegas, NV

Other Activities

· Prepared for workshop at Soil and Water Conference.

· Prepared for the District 3 and 4 Ag Literacy Coordinator’s Meeting.

· Prepared for workshop at NAAE conference.

· Prep for MyCAERT trainings and Winter Ag Teachers’ meetings.

· Revisions to the Agribusiness Curriculum outline.

· Prepared materials for Pawnee on-site assistance visit.

· Updated the teacher candidate/vacancy pages on the agriculturaleducation.org website.

· Reviewed and made entries in the teacher and program database website.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.
Miles Traveled - 818
Commentary

I was fortunate enough to be able to travel to the National Association of Agricultural Educators conference which was held in conjunction with the Association for Career and Technical Education conference in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Participation in the conferences seemed to be at an all time high…interest in CTE is growing.  During my time at the conference, I presented a workshop on the Magic Kits.  The workshop was attended by over 40 individuals.  The high turnout may indicate that there is a strong interest in agriculture curriculum for K-8 grades.












