Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education

Jess Smithers, District III Field Advisor
February 2005 Report

On-Site Assistance – 8  (7 H.S. Agriculture Programs / 1 Ag Literacy Program)

	AC Central
Greenfield

Nauvoo-Colusa

New Berlin


	North Greene
Rushville

Sangamon-Menard Ag Literacy

Warsaw

	
	


Workshops/In-services/Presentations – 4   Participants – 52
· Western Illinois University Ag Ed Class, Macomb – 6

· West Central IL Ag Ed Advisory Council Meeting - Delaney’s, Bushnell – 24
· Presentation to current student teachers - University of Illinois, Urbana – 17

· IL Association for Career and Technical Education – Crowne Plaza, Springfield - 5 

Meetings/Conferences/Conventions – 11

· National Agricultural Education Inservice – Hilton Hotel, Indianapolis

· Sangamon-Menard Agricultural Education Partnership Board Mtg., Springfield

· Section 15 Proficiency Awards – Carlinville High School, Carlinville

· AgriScience Kit Revision Meeting – IAA Building, Bloomington
· Statewide Agricultural Literacy Coordinator Meeting – IAA Building, Bloomington

· Agricultural Awareness Conference – Chateau Hotel, Bloomington

· IAVAT Professional Development Committee conference call

· FCAE Staff Meeting - Illinois FFA Center, Springfield 

· Met with Gwen Pollock to discuss the PSAA assessment project – ISBE, Springfield
· IACTE Annual Conference – Crowne Plaza, Springfield

· Team Ag Ed Meeting – Illinois FFA Center, Springfield

Other Activities

· Completed several tasks related to the PSAA assessment review process.

· Took down the small FCAE display that was at the Illinois State Board of Education Bldg.

· Gathered information on extended contracts and sent the info to Scott Riden.

· Set up the new discmaker elite, installed associate software, and burnt PowerPoint CD’s.

· Prepared packets for the West Central Ag Ed Advisory Council meeting.

· Updated the teacher candidate/vacancy pages on the agriculturaleducation.org website.

· Developed and posted listserv messages.

· Email correspondence with various individuals in agricultural education.

· Completed monthly reports and weekly activity log sheets.

Miles Traveled - 1677
Commentary

I encouraged by the fact that Dick Treat is pursuing the idea of developing Illinois Agricultural Education Content standards.  I believe that by developing content standards we will be able to identify curriculum areas that need to be expanded upon with additional lessons and we will increase the continuity among agricultural programs in Illinois. 












